Colonial Village Neighborhood Association Minutes
Date: February 20, 2012 Called to Order: 7:04 pm Attendance: 32
Introductions and Pledge of Allegiance
Board Members Present: Karl E. Biasi (President), Shawn Cox (VP), Mike Morofosky (Area 1 Rep), Mike
Markey (Area 2 Rep), Aaron Beavers (Area 3 Rep), Suzanne Salay (Treasurer), Sara Weeden (Secretary)
Minutes of Previous Meeting: November 28. 2012
Amendments: None
Motioned for approval, Seconded Aye: 32

Nay: 0

Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Balance
Income
Expenses
Ending Balance

$225.87
$365.00
$161.65
$429.22

Nov. 1
Jan. 31

President’s Report
Good community and neighborhood turnout at Bea Christy Dinner. Communications Committee met. Jay
resigning from web admin; Suzanne, Willie, and Karl are now administrators on the site. Anita and Eve
also updated the Callers List and we will start an email list. Neighbors are encouraged to add emails to
sign-in sheet to get the agenda emailed prior to monthly meetings. Bows update: Bows were donated,
but he only had a limited stock, so they were installed only on islands and roundabouts. More are bing
purchased by the donor. Colonial Village Shopping Center update: Not sure of progress with new tenant.
Craig Singer hopes to be at a future meeting.
Area Representatives Reports
Area 1: Mike Morofsky asked to look into reprinting and updating the CVNA brochure that gets
distributed to new residents. ~ Party Store at corner of MLK and Mt. Hope has a new façade. Mike would
like to send a “Good job” letter to the owners. Crime maps: IT person at LPD is out sick, so maps weren’t
printed. Mike will have some for distribution when they are sent to him. Mike has contacted Animal
Control about a potential case of animal neglect. Mike has notified Craig Singer about some maintenance
issues behind the shopping center.
Area 2: Mike Markey has issues with unregistered rentals in the neighborhood and the functionality of the
Code Compliance website. Jessica Yorko (4th Ward Rep) said that the Code Compliance office is combining
their database with the City Assessor’s database so that all property information (rental registration, code
violations, etc.) is in one location. The data entry is taking longer than expected and Code Compliance has
come to the City Council requesting funds to hire temporary workers to take care of data entry. The
website will be slowly getting more updated as staff work on the transition. To check on the registration
status of rental properties in the meantime, neighbors can call the Building Supervisor or Jessica Yorko on
her cell at 517-599-0949. Other neighbors also voiced their concern about slow service from Code

Compliance and the presence of unregistered rentals. People are encouraged to report any unregistered
rentals in their area. ~ Violent crime in the city is down, but property crime is up. Keep car doors locked to
prevent theft, and report any theft or suspected issues to the LPD, so they can track incidents.
Area 3: Aaron Beavers presented the winners of the Christmas Light Contest. First place went to Mary
Brinks, 2nd place to Fidel and Joan Placio, and Honorable Mentions went to Rebecca Taylor and Dan &
Amy Hayes. ~ Everett High School is looking for a golf coach. If anyone is interested, contact Aaron. ~
Aaron will be bringing LCC news and updates to future meetings. Volunteers are needed for activities and
committees. Sign up sheets will be at CVNA meetings or people can contact board members.
Ingham County Commissioner Report: Vic Celentino
Vic is now the Chair of the Law and Courts Committee and has put the 911 Call Center on the committee’s
agenda each month. They will receive reports from the center director and address any issues. ~ Vic is
also a member of the County Services Committee. ~ Meetings are getting started after the electionseason break.
Program
SLCDA: Chris Klein and Kathy Dunbar, “Understanding Municipal Budgets”

SLDA has small grant to increase understanding of city budgets. They can also have a follow-up discussion
of our city budget when it is released.
Sources of undesignated city funding ($ can go to any department/area): Taxes (Income, Property), State
Revenue Sharing. Sources of designated city funding ($ must go to specific department): Grants, Fees, Gas
Tax, Special Revenue Funds (stadium fund, drug forfeitures, code compliance abatement fees, etc.),
Enterprise Funds (self-funding departments): Sewer, Parking, Waste Management (trash/recycling). The
ROI Payment from BWL is 5% of their profits paid in lieu of paying taxes.
Fund Balance (“city savings account”): Goal is to have 10%-15% of budget in reserve, currently at 4%-5%.
The money can be used for unseen expenses to balance the budget, since the city cannot, by law, have an
unbalanced budget. Pulling from this fund can hurt the city’s bond rating and borrowing ability in the long
run.
Lansing costs are increasing from 5%-17% per year. The city is especially hit hard on pension funding,
health care costs, and unmet retirement. The current year is expected to have a $9 million deficit, where
budgeted revenues are less than actual costs. Budgets start the year balanced, where expected revenue
covers expected costs.
Overall, Lansing has a AA bond rating and is in good financial shape, especially compared to other major
cities in Michigan. Kathy and Chris will return in April after the draft budget is released and will go
through the budget with the CVNA.

Meeting Adjourned: 9:10 pm Next Meeting: March 20, 2013

